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At Maidenhill we believe  
that broadening horizons is  

a key part of education and  
young people’s development.  
We know that varied and different 
experiences and opportunities help 
a young person to become who 
they are and help to inform their 
decisions and actions in the future. 
Our ultimate aim is that students 
grow into responsible citizens 
capable of making a valuable 
contribution to our community 
and society; capable of showing 

understanding and tolerance of 
people with all different views, 
beliefs and opinions.

Technology now enables the wider 
world into the home and classroom, 
and students can see and explore 
the most amazing footage of world 
events such as extreme weather 
and landmark moments in history. 
Science is at our fingertips and 
news appears almost as it is made. 
Communication is world-wide at the 
click of a button. 

At Maidenhill we offer students 
visits throughout the year from 
short theatre visits to residential 
visits abroad, from art gallery 
visits to sporting and musical 
opportunities. We also ‘bring the 
world’ to Maidenhill through our 
Japanese Visit, the recent BBC 
report day, sessions led by authors 
and visits by local businesses, 
companies and community visitors 
that provide a valuable insight into 
the world around them. 

The students who benefit most 
are those who actively engage in 
talks, contribute to discussions 
and ensure they find out as 
much as they can from different 
people and visitors they meet. 
It is always encouraging to see 
students really taking advantage 
of these opportunities and in this 
newsletter you will gain a taste of 
the various activities and visits that 
have taken place this term.

Headteacher’s Update

BBC School Report 2017

Thursday 16th March saw the 
11th annual BBC School News 

Report Day. Over 900 schools 
around the UK took part, including 
Maidenhill.

Some students from Year 7 were 
selected to report about what is 
happening in school, online and 
around England. We spent the 
day writing up our news reports 
and some students interviewed 
teachers and other students 
around the school. 

First of all we had to get into small 
groups and then we chose what we 
wanted to do the report about and 
mind map it on paper.  After we had 
mind mapped it we had to write 
it up on the computers and edit it 
to make it look like a news article.  
Finally, we had to send it off to the 
school office. We enjoyed taking 
pictures and videos of PE and the 
drama classes. 

“I loved doing the interviews!” 
expressed one Year 7.
“I enjoyed coming up with a scenario!” 
replied another.

“I enjoyed writing it up on the 
computer.” one more Year 7 
answered.

All of us loved doing this and it 
was fun! We would definitely 
recommend this to you.

Our reports can be read by visiting 
www.maidenhillschoolreport.
wordpress.com/

By Sienna Summers , 7FCL
and Alexi Natividad. 7FMS
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Author Visit

On 9th May, John Townsend 
visited our school to give 

us a lecture on the books he has 
written, what they are about, and 
how he got inspiration.

It was a good experience to have 
an author come into our school 
because it inspired us to read and 
to read more of his books.

Some of his book titles are: Crash 
Dive, Dead Line, Pond Food, Ski 
Jump, The Magic Bicycle, Bigfoot 
and Werewolf Attack.

He was funny, exciting, interesting 
and full of information.  He told us 
all about what a lot of his books are 
about – phobias.  He writes lots of 
both fiction and non-fiction books.

He showed us some of his books 
and read the blurbs.  Many of them 
looked very interesting and he read 
them in an expressive voice using 
his American accent. 

This was a very exciting experience 
and it educated us about books.

Bonnie Denning, 8DLC  
and Charlotte Cook, 8HLM

On Thursday 2nd March, Maidenhill celebrated World Book Day. This 
year was extra special as it was the 20th anniversary, so students were 

given numerous opportunities to get involved with various activities across 
the school.  Every student was entitled to their £1 voucher and Key Stage 3 
students got to pick their books; with a special delivery arriving first thing 
Wednesday morning. 

The main event this year was, ‘The Decorate a Door Challenge’ which saw 
all tutor groups competing to decorate their tutor doors with a book they 
pulled from a hat. There was a lot of competition in the air and students 
worked fast to show off their creative skills throughout the week. From 
3D mazes, to delicate butterflies, to fairy lights – the doors came alive 
and corridors were turned into colourful book shelves. Alongside this, 
students had opportunities to listen to author’s videos, share their favourite 
books and were given time to research their favourite authors. The week 
was packed with literary fun and we even had the opportunity to ‘Drop 
Everything and Read’ on World Book Day itself. Every single individual 
across the school downed tools at 12.30pm and immersed themselves in 
their reading book. How lucky were we?

Maidenhill had so much fun doing something ‘booky’. We cannot wait for 
next year!

World Book Day
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Paris, was it fun?  The answer 
is simply “Yes”.  At the PGL 

destination there were lots of 
activities available from Capture  
the Flag to a bin bag fashion show.

On day one we visited one of the  
most famous attractions in Paris,  
the Eiffel tower with its 669 steps.  
We then took a boat trip down the 
River Seine where we saw more 
attractions.  To finish off a brilliant day 
we went shopping in Montmartre.

The next day we spent the whole 
day in Disneyland Paris.  We looked 
around the studios and had great fun 
on some rides.  A very exciting day!

Sadly, after all the fun we’d had, our 
time to leave Paris had arrived quickly 
and it was time to return home.

Toni-Jenna Laming-Mann, 9REW

Paris Trip

On Saturday 20th May, a group of 39 Year 7 students and 6 teachers 
set off very early from school to make the long journey to Boulogne 

in France.  After travelling by coach and ferry, we arrived to a sunny day in 
the old town of Boulogne.  Students were able to visit a souvenir shop and 
climb the ramparts to view Boulogne and the sea beyond. 

Walking through the town, we stopped at a boulangerie-patisserie to buy 
real French pains au chocolat and croissants, which everyone agreed were 
tastier than the ones from British supermarkets! We then visited a shop 
devoted entirely to cheese where some teachers and students bought 
tasty treats for their families, before walking on through the town and onto 
the harbour-side on our way to Nausicaa sea-life centre. 

Lucy Roseblade explained: “The jelly fish were the first things I saw and 
they were quite big, too! When we saw the sharks, they were huge and 
there was a tunnel with the sharks above, below and all around you, and 
all you could see, pretty much, was sharks, glass and people! The best bit 
though was when we crowded around the tank where you could touch 
the rays and other fish.  I thought they would be smooth but they weren’t; 
they were bumpy and really rough!’’ We were also lucky to see tropical fish 
and sea-horses, seals and penguins as well as iguanas and a range of other 
reptiles.

After our visit to Nausicaa, we walked back in the sunshine along the 
harbour-side and through a fair where huge amounts of food were being 
prepared for an evening celebration. We were greeted by the waiters at 
the Restaurant Hamiot and enjoyed a delicious meal before returning 
to the coach for the journey home. A smooth sea allowed us to enjoy the 
crossing back and we all agreed that it was a fun experience. The coach 
journey home was quiet as most people fell asleep after their long and 
exciting day, but we all agreed it was a day to remember!

Boulogne
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On Wednesday 19th July, our 
Student Council students 

visited the Houses of Parliament 
for a student tour and to meet with 
our local MP,  David Drew.  After 
the visit we had the opportunity 
to walk down Whitehall, past 
Downing Street and visit 
Trafalgar Square. This was a great 
opportunity for our students.

Houses of
Parliament Visit
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On 29th March, some 
students from Year 10 had 

the opportunity to attend the 
GROWS Higher Education Insight 
Day “Support to Succeed” which 
was held at The University of 
Gloucestershire.

GROWS is a network of all 
Gloucestershire Higher Education 
providers and is made up of six 
colleges and universities. It works 
to raise aspirations for students and 
show them all the options available 
for their future. 

Representatives from Cirencester 
College, Gloucestershire College 
and Royal Agricultural University 
were there to provide engaging 
activities and workshops.  Our 
students took part in a range of 
activities including the Budget 
Board Game, Support to Succeed 
Campus Tour and HE Staff Q&A. 
They quizzed their student 
ambassadors, Beth and Harry, about 
what student life is like for them and 
what their experiences have been.    
Students also heard from Kamal 
Hyman about how to aim a little 
higher to achieve their full potential 
and how to build their dreams whilst 
overcoming their obstacles. 

As well as being a useful day, it was 
also enjoyed by all.
“The budget board game was the most 
useful because it gave an insight on 
how money shouldn’t hold you back 
and how easily you can achieve a 
degree as well as cope at university.” 
“The talk at the end was the most 
useful, about finances. This was helpful 
because it showed me that anyone can 
go to university.”
“I felt the inspirational speech was the 
best because it encouraged me to get 
to where I want to be.”
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During the week of 20th – 
24th March, Maidenhill again 

welcomed visitors from Japan, this 
time from Narita High School.   
18 students and their teachers 
arrived on the Monday for a tour 
of the school, after which they met 
their buddies who took them to 
their lessons for the day.  During 
the week there were a variety 
of workshops including food 
technology, art, sports, samba 
drumming and Japanese.   
The Japanese students also got the 
chance to go along to one of our 
Student Council meetings.  At the 
end of a busy week we said goodbye 
at a farewell party along with the 
host families the students had been 
staying with.

“Lots of people applied to be a 
buddy.  We had to write a short 
entry saying why you thought you 
would be a good buddy.  Only 20 
people were picked and luckily 
I was chosen to have this great 

Japanese Visitors
opportunity.   The first day we 
met our buddies and introduced 
ourselves to them.  We also took 
them on a tour around the school 
and taught them a little bit about 
what we do here in England.  The 
second day I introduced my buddy 
to my friendship group.  Everyone 
loved the fact that he was so willing 
to get involved and speak amazing 
English to all of us.  All my friends 
regretted not applying to have a 
Japanese buddy.  On top of that the 
Japanese students did a workshop 
and let us try their exotic food which 
was very delicious.  They performed 
an amazing speech to every learning 
community on their last day which I 
found really enjoyable.  

I recommend you apply to be a 
buddy when the next Japanese 
students are due to visit Maidenhill 
School.”

Harrison Melendez, 9DCT
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GB Rowing Team Start

The GB Rowing Team Start 
programme recruits young 

people who show exceptional 
natural potential and with the 
right training, could become an 
international rower.  Their aim is to 
increase the pool of rowers in the 
GB Rowing Team from athletes who 
would not otherwise find that level 
from traditional mainstream rowing. 
You do not need any prior rowing 
experience, just the right physique 
and attitude to give rowing a go.

On Thursday 11th May, the Start 
programme held a testing session at 
Maidenhill School involving several 
of our students from various year 
groups who met the minimum 
height criteria.  During the 2 hour 
testing session, students were 
tested on their ability to exercise 
to their maximum capacity and also 
experienced tests focusing on their 
strength and power. The results 
from these tests are being analysed 
by Team GB Rowing and will be 
put into a results database and 
compared with students across the 
country who have also completed 
the same testing.  Students who 
achieved high levels within these 
tests will receive information and 
encouragement to become actively 
involved with club rowing and 
supported with training to give 
them the opportunity to further 
develop their rowing potential. 

Athletics

Throughout June, Maidenhill students have had some excellent 
athletics results.  Wednesday 7th June was the Year 7 and 8 

District Athletics Competition held at Thomas Keble School.    
Lewis Carpenter came 1st in the 300m, Razul Islam, Leo Russo, Lewis 
Carpenter and Keiran Marks came 1st in the relay and Beth Roberts 
came 1st in the high jump.

Elliott Gardner, Kairan Wakeman, Ellie Luff and Cara Neary qualified 
and represented Stroud District schools at the County Athletics 
Championships held at the Prince of Wales Stadium on Saturday  
10th June. 

On Tuesday 27th June, Maidenhill competed in the annual athletics 
competition at the Prince of Wales stadium in Cheltenham.   
The students were once again a credit to themselves and the  
school. All students should feel very proud in particular Leo Russo,  
Year 8, who became the Stroud District Champion in the 200m.

Congratulations to the following students: 
Leo Russo, Year 8 Stroud District 200m champion  
Sam Elliot, Year 7 2nd in 100m heat
Lexie Bull, Year 7 2nd in 200m heat
Alex Bell, Year 7 3rd in the Stroud District at 800m 
Razul Islam, Year 8 1st 100m heat,  2nd in the Stroud District
Beth Roberts, Year 8 2nd in 200m heat
Lewis Carpenter, Year 8 1st in 300m heat
Eve Phillips, Year 8 3rd in 100m heat
Keiran Marks, Year 8 4th in the Stroud District at 800m
Year 8 Boys’ Relay 1st in heat, 3rd in the Stroud District
Jake Tombs, Year 9 3rd in the Stroud District at 1500m
Ellie Luff, Year 9 2nd in 200m heat
Logan Hudson, Year 9 2nd in 300m heat
Year 10 Girls’ Relay 3rd in heat 

Year 8 Boys’ Relay Team Leo Russo, Year 8  
– Stroud District 200m champion
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On Tuesday 21st March 2017, Ian from Siena Pizza came and visited 
during our Year 10 Hospitality class. He was very enthusiastic about 

making Italian pizzas. He showed us a video clip on how some chefs get 
the dough so round and thin. We then tried it for ourselves and some 
were more round than others. This showed me how hard it was to get the 
dough circular.  Ian then explained that he was going to take us in small 
groups into his pizza van.  He used a special roller to roll out our dough 
into abstract shapes, we then put tomato sauce and our chosen toppings 
on our pizzas. Ian then put our pizzas into his special wood fire oven 
which cooked the pizzas in under a minute. We created our own little 
pizzas menu which included a vegetarian option.  This experience showed 
me how teamwork is important when cooking in a small confined space 
like a van.  I really enjoyed this experience as it was something different 
and it was exciting to create our pizzas in a special way and to also learn 
about the history of pizzas. This opportunity was great and I’d love to do 
it again.  I would like to thank Ian for coming in to share his skills with us 
and to Miss Shannon for organising it. 

By Keziah Morgan, 10HDK

A visit from Siena Pizza

Maths Challenge

Silver certificates
Grace Knight
Natalie Brint
Zoe Barton
Philippa Benn
Abigail Norman

Maidenhill School took part 
in  Readathon, (Friday 9th 

June - Friday 16th June). 

Last year we managed to raise 
£250 for Readathon and we’d  
like to do even better this year. 
This national sponsored reading 
event raises money to provide 
books and storytellers for 
seriously ill children in hospital 
in the UK. From time to time, all 
schools have such children! 

Students decided their own 
reading challenges for example: 

 “I’m going to read books that  
offer 15 Accelerated Reader 
points in total.”

 “I’m going to read 5 pages of my  
book every night.”

 “As many Jacqueline Wilson 
books as I can.”

 “3 books.”
 “I’m going to read ‘Percy 

Jackson and the Lightning 
Thief.’”

Taking part had a definite impact 
on the long term reading habits 
of some of our students last year 
and research shows again and 
again that young people who 
regularly read for pleasure are 
more likely to do well throughout 
their lives.  

English teachers will award a 
small prize to the student whose 
reading habits have seen the 
most positive change over the 
event and Readathon gives book 
tokens to the best fundraising 
students. These students will 
also get to help the librarian, Mrs 
Escott-Allen, spend the vouchers 
Maidenhill School also receives 
but how many we get, depends on 
how much money we raise!  

Readathon

Bronze certificates:
Mikayla Bingle
Oliver Cousins
Alicia Salmon
Thomas Stone
Callum Morris
Lucie Meredith
Isaac Harper

The UK Junior Maths Challenge took place in school on 27th April.  
Students in Year 7 and 8 sat the challenging 1 hour paper and we 

received some excellent results.

Congratulations to:
Rowan Phelps - Silver certificate 
and Best in School certificate



TERM 1
Monday 4th September Inset Day

Tuesday 5th September Start of Term 1

Tuesday 12th September  Y10 Parents’ Information 

 Evening, 6.30pm
Tuesday 19th September Maidenhill Friends’ Meeting, 7pm

Wednesday 20th September Y7 Parents’ Information 

 Evening, 6.30pm
Monday 25th September Y7 & Y9 Photographs

Tuesday 26th September Open Evening, 6.30pm

Wednesday 27th September Open Morning, 9.15am

Thursday 28th September Open Morning, 9.15am

Friday 29th September Inset Day

Friday 20th October End of Term 1

TERM 2
Monday 30th October Start of Term 2

Wednesday 8th November Y9 Stroud Ambitions Event

Thursday 9th November Y7 Tutor Evening

Tuesday 14th November Y11 Parents’ Information  

 Evening, 6.30pm

Thursday 23rd November Achievements’ Evening

Friday 24th November Inset Day

Friday 15th December End of Term 2

Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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This year, Maidenhill Friends 
have supported school 

concerts and events with 
refreshments. There was a 
very successful Easter Quiz, 
with an impressive array of 
prizes and also a Bingo evening 
which brought our community 
together. You may also have seen 
us at the Stonehouse Goodwill 
Evening, making local people 
aware of events at school.  
We are a group of parents and 
friends who meet to share ideas 
and work towards supporting 
students – for example providing 
a tablet computer for the 
Journalism Club, beanbags for 
the library and an outdoor table 
tennis table. We offer a warm 
welcome to new members and 
look forward to sharing new 
ideas. 

Our next meeting is on Tuesday 
19th September at 7pm in the 
Learning Hub.

On Monday 15th May, the 
Year 10 Geography group 

travelled to Pembrokeshire for 3 
days of fieldwork at the coast.   
We stayed at Orielton Field 
Studies Centre in Pembroke.   
On the first day we arrived at the 
centre, quickly settled into our 
rooms and familiarised ourselves 
with the site.  Within an hour, we 
headed down to the classroom, 
where we were introduced to 
our course tutor and had an 
opportunity to discuss what the 
next few days would involve.  
We then got on the coach and 
headed down to Freshwater West, 
a beautiful wide beach, to look at 
the human impact on a sand dune 
ecosystem.  Despite being soaked 
by a torrential downpour we got 
on and completed the work to get 
the best results that we could. 

The next day we returned to 
this location and continued our 
study, however this time looking 
at the sand dune succession. 
Thankfully the weather was better 
on this day. We got to use lots of 

interesting equipment and record 
our results on iPads.   
The equipment we used had 
different functions.  While most of 
the students were calculating the 
dune succession, the rest were 
working out other factors (i.e. 
humidity, temperature and wind 
speed).  In the evening we headed 
back to the classroom to complete 
our write up for the day. The data 
collected on this visit will support 
the Unit 3 Geography GCSE exam 
paper in Year 11.  

After a hard day’s work we could 
relax in the centre grounds, going 
for walks in the wood and playing 
on the games equipment. A few 
competitive rounds of table tennis 
were held and some students 
socialised with the other students 
that were staying there. 
 
On the final day we headed into 
Haverfordwest and looked at 
urban regeneration. We had to 
locate the changes in land use and 
complete a crime survey before 
returning to school for a well-
earned rest. 

Pembrokeshire Residential


